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En este número de Apuntes incluimos tres artículos que tienen clara: 
implicaciones para la misión de la iglesia entre nuestro pueblo: uno sobre homilética. 
otro sobre los cambios demográficos que nos afectan, y el tercero sobre la práctica de le 
consejería pastoral entre nuestro pueblo. El autor del primero es el Dr. Pablo a 
Jiménez quien enseña homilética en el Episcopal Theological Seminary of : 
Southwest, en Austin, y antes fue Director de Ejecutivo de la Asociación para la” 
Educación Teológica Hispana. La autora del segundo es la Dra. Marta Sotomayor ~ 
Presidenta del National Hispanic Council on Aging, en la ciudad de Washington. Bie 
tercero lo escribe el Dr. C. William Chignoli, ministro ordenado de la Iglesia Metodist# 
Unida, fundador y actual director de un centro de consejería y otros medios de asistencia 
social entre la población latina de St. Louis. J 
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Predicación y posmodernidad: Dos aportes a la discusión 


Pablo A. Jiménez 


El final del siglo XX está siendo testigo de una verdadera revolución en el 
nundo de las ideas. Los cambios son tan profundos que la filosofía contemporánea ha 
leclarado que la humanidad ha llegado al final de una época en su historia. La época 
jue ha terminado es la “modernidad”. Podemos definir la modernidad como esa era 
lumana que comenzó en el siglo XVII, durante la Ilustración. La característica principal 
le la modernidad es la importancia desmedida que le dio a la razón. Los dos 
novimientos que impulsaron la modernidad fueron el “empirismo”, sistema que 
uscaba el conocimiento en la experiencia humana validada por medio del método 
ientífico, y el “racionalismo”, doctrina filosófica que pretende explicar la realidad en 
orma lógica por medio del método deductivo. La modernidad también valoraba el 
ndividualismo, el progreso y el secularismo. Del mismo modo, menospreciaba la 
omunidad, las emociones y la religiosidad. 

Por siglos la humanidad vivió la ilusión de vivir en un mundo que progresaba 
ontinuamente dirigido por la razón. Sin embargo, la Segunda Guerra Mundial dejó al 
lesnudo la irracionalidad humana. Los países más industrializados del mundo fueron 
ecisamente los que participaron en la matanza más grande en la historia humana. Por 
so Jean-Frangois Lyotard, un filósofo francés, afirma que Auschwitz es el “crimen que 
bre la posmodernidad”.' 

La posmodernidad es una era, no un movimiento filosófico. Por esta razón, es 
asi imposible de definir con precisión. No obstante, podemos afirmar que su 
aracterística principal es la “incredulidad hacia los metarrelatos”,? es decir hacia las 
deas y las narrativas que fundamentan la cultura occidental anglo-europea. La 
yosmodernidad se manifiesta tanto a nivel académico como popular. A nivel académico 
e manifiesta en los escritos de filósofos europeos tales como Derrida, Foucault, 
3audrillard, y Habermas, entre otros. A nivel popular se manifiesta en películas como 
Pulp Fiction”; en videos musicales; y en programas de entrevistas por televisión tales 
omo “Ricki Lake” y “Cristina”. 

Uno de los desafíos más grandes que enfrenta la iglesia contemporánea es 
Ómo predicar el evangelio en la “posmodernidad”.” ¿Cómo predicar la verdad en un 


Jean-Frangois Lyotard, La posmodernidad: Explicada a los niños (Barcelona: Editorial Gedisa, 1996), p. 31. 


Jean-Frangois Lyotard, The Postmodern Condition: A Report on Knowledge (Minneapolis. University of 
Ainnesota Press, 1984), p. xxiv. 


Para una introducción sencilla al tema véase a Stanley J. Grenz, A Primer on Postmodernism (Grand Rapids, 
Aichigan: Wm. B. Eerdmanns Publishing Co., 1996). Para una introducción mucho más profunda al tema 
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mundo dominado por la incredulidad? ¿Cómo afirmar que “Jesús es el camino” en un 
mundo donde cada persona define “su propia verdad”? ¿Cómo condenar el pecado en 
un mundo donde tanto el bien como el mal son relativos? En este artículo reseñaremos 
dos publicaciones recientes sobre predicación y posmodernidad. Ofrecemos estas 
reseñas con el propósito de avanzar la discusión sobre el tema en la comunidad 
teológica hispana.* 


A. Teología y predicación en la posmodernidad 

Theology for Preaching, escrito por Ronald J. Allen, Barbara Shires Blaisde!* 
y Scott Black Johnston, delinea estrategias homiléticas posmodernas. El libro tiene un- 
estructura muy particular. Cada uno de los primeros siete capítulos se divide en tres 
secciones. Allen es el autor de la primera sección, que por regla general es la más 
extensa. Los autores de las otras secciones son Blaisdell, Pastora de la Primera Iglesia 
Cristiana (Discípulos de Cristo) en Concord, California, y Johnson, profesor c= 
homilética en el seminario presbiteriano de Austin, TX. Las respuestas de Johnson a las 
secciones de Allen exponen temas teológicos y discuten puntos importantes de la teor= 
homilética contemporánea. Blaisdell responde desde una perspectiva pastoral, ilustranc> 
sus ideas con sus propios sermones. El octavo capítulo contiene un sermóx 
«posmoderno» de cada autor. ; 

Los temas que trata este volumen son sumamente importantes para el púlpi.s 
actual. El primer capitulo “define” lo que es la posmodernidad y plantea la pregunis 
central del libro: Cómo predicar en la posmodernidad. El segundo y el tercer capituis 
exploran el significado de los conceptos “autoridad” y “verdad” en el munce 
posmoderno. El cuarto capítulo trata el tema del conocimiento o la epistemología. “i 
quinto trata de identificar un concepto de Dios que pueda ser creído y predicado en +Í 
mundo posmoderno. Este es el capítulo más controversial y más interesante de todo = 
libro. El capítulo seis explora la relación entre el individuo y la colectividad en el mundo 
posmoderno. El séptimo entra en el campo del diseño del sermón, presentando formas 
sermonarias propias para el mundo posmoderno. La brevedad de este capítulo is 
convierte en el más débil del libro. El capítulo final contiene sendos sermones por lus 
autores. 

Las diferencias teológicas entre Allen y Johnson son muy marcadas. Mientras 
Allen escribe desde la perspectiva de la teología del proceso, Johnson sigue una linea 
reformada. Esto provoca los debates más interesantes del libro. Por ejemplo, Alles 


véase a José María Mardones, Postmodernidad y cristianismo: El desafio del fragmento (Santander: Edito “4 


Sal Terrae, 1988). | 
“ Estos son temas que hemos tratado anteriormente en otras publicaciones. Para una breve introducciór: 4l 

tema de la hermenéutica en la posmodemidad véase nuestro artículo "Estudio bíblico y hermenéutia: | 
Implicaciones homiléticas", en Lumbrera a nuestro camino, editado por Pablo A. Jiménez (Miami: Editoral | 
Caribe, 1994), pp. 125-148. Para un acercamiento al tema de cómo predicar en la posmodernidad véase | 
nuestro artículo "Nuevos horizontes en la predicación", en Púlpito cristiano y justicia social, editado por | 
Daniel R. Rodríguez y Rodolfo Espinosa (México: Publicaciones El Faro, 1994), pp. 63-79. | 


* Ronald J. Allen, Barbara Shires Blaisdell & Scott Black Johnson, Theology for Preaching: Authority, Truth | 
and Knowledge of God in a Postmodern Ethos (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1997.) 
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afirma que Dios no es omnipotente. Afirma que Dios está “en proceso” y que, por lo 
tanto, hay cosas que están fuera de su alcance. Según esta perspectiva teológica, Dios 
hace “todo lo que puede hacer” (p. 119) en cada situación. Esto explica la teodicea, esto 
es, por qué existe el mal. Como es de esperar, la teología reformada de Johnson choca 
con este concepto de Dios (p. 129). 

En términos generales esta es una obra brillante. En primer lugar, trata un tema 
de vital importancia para la iglesia. Segundo, la estructura del libro concuerda con la 
diversidad que caracteriza la posmodernidad. Tercero, ofrece buenas alternativas 
teológicas y homiléticas para la predicación contemporánea. Cuarto, discute un tema 
sumamente difícil en una forma sencilla y amena. En resumen, este libro es un recurso 
excelente para la predicación contemporánea. 

Claro está, como toda obra, el libro tiene sus limitaciones. Quizás la más 
importante es la falta de diversidad étnica. Este libro hubiera sido infinitamente más 
interesante si uno de los interlocutores fuera una persona hispana o afro-americana. 
Podemos señalar dos puntos donde la diversidad étnica hubiera marcado una diferencia. 
El primero en la discusión del concepto “centro” (pp. 71-72). Mientras la Teología 
Hispana relaciona la discusión de este concepto con la etnicidad. los autores de este 
libro no establecen esta relación. El segundo es la discusión sobre lo apropiado de los 
salmos que piden venganza a Dios (p. 122). Allen afirma que tales oraciones son 
incompatibles con el carácter de Dios. Quizás una persona hispana hubiera tenido otra 
perspectiva sobre la justicia divina. 

Los sermones de Blaisdell son el otro punto débil del libro. Mientras Allen 
aboga por el uso de una hermenéutica de “correlación crítica mutua” (pp. 62-69), los 
sermones de Blaisdell se quedan en una mera hermenéutica de analogía. Por ejemplo, 
Blaisdell “correlaciona” la tumba de Lázaro con el estar “atrapado en un trabajo” (p. 
185) y con el estar “atrapado por los malos hábitos” (p. 186). Este tipo de analogía está 
muy lejos de la “correlación de relaciones sociales”? que caracteriza a la teología 


hispana.* 


B. Teoría homilética posmoderna 
El libro Intersections: Post-Critical Studies in Preaching,’ editado por Richard 
L. Eslinger, es una interesante colección de ensayos que presentan perspectivas 


® Roberto Goizueta discute este asunto en su artículo “U.S. Hispanic Theology and the Challenge of 
Pluralism” en Frontiers of Hispanic Theology in the United States, editado por Alan Figueroa Deck 
(Maryknoll: Orbis Books, 1992), pp. 1-22. 


7En su obra Teología de lo político: Sus mediaciones (Salamanca: Ediciones Sígueme, 1980), Clodovis Boff 
discute la diferencia entre la hermenéutica de analogía que establece una correlación de términos y la 
hermenéutica «política» que establece una correlación de relaciones sociales. 


8 En nuestro artículo "In Search of a Hispanic Model of Biblical Interpretation", Journal of Latino/Hispanic 
Theology 3:2 (Noviembre 1995): 44-64, afirmamos que la teología hispana se caracteriza por una 
hermenéutica que establece una correlación de relaciones sociales entre el texto bíblico y la realidad actual. 


2 Richard L. Eslinger, editor, Intersections: Post-Critical Studies in Preaching (Grand Rapids, Michigan: 
Wm. B. Eerdmanns Publishing Co., 1994). 
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posmoaernas SODI€ la predicacion. En el primer Capitulo, utado ¿ne rreacner una ine 
Beast: From Apocaliptic Text to Sermon, Thomas G. Long presenta un método 
hermenéutico para predicar textos apocalípticos. Long exhorta al predicador a ir más 
allá de la mera analogía y a establecer una correlación entre nuestro contexto social y el 
contexto social del texto. Sólo así el púlpito podrá recobrar su “voz apocalíptica”. 

El segundo capítulo, escrito por Joanna Dewey, se titula Oral Methods of 
Structuring Narrative in Mark. Dewey afirma que el Evangelio según San Marcos se 
basa en una serie de tradiciones orales. Afirma, además, que por medio del trabajo de 
lingúistas como Walter J. Ong" y de biblistas como Welner Kelber,'' podemos ver con — 
relativa claridad la estructura narrativa del texto. La conclusión del artículo explora las — 
implicaciones de estas investigaciones lingúísticas para la predicación narrativa. Éste es ; 
el ensayo mas abstracto del libro. : 

Tercero, encontramos un capitulo de Thomas H. Troeger titulado A Poetics for — 
the Pulpit for Post-Modern Times. Este hermoso capítulo demuestra por qué Troeger et — 
reconocido como una de las máximas autoridades en el tema de la estética de lz 
predicacién. ” 

El cuarto capítulo, escrito por el editor, se titula Narrative and Imagery. E 
mismo explora la relación entre la teología narrativa y la predicación narrativa. 

Quinto, David Buttrick presenta un ensayo titulado On Doing Homiletic: — 
Today. Este explora los desafíos que los cambios culturales presentan para la teología : 
la homilética actual. 

El sexto capítulo se titula As One with Authority: Rehabilitating Concepts fo: 
Preaching y fue escrito por David M. Greenhaw. Como sugiere su título, este es wi 
ensayo polémico donde el autor cuestiona la tesis central del libro As One withous 
Authority de Fred B. Craddock.'” Greenhaw indica que es necesario presentar corm 
autoridad las ideas y conceptos que forman parte de nuestros sermones. El articule 
ofrece sugerencias para integrar dichos conceptos al sermón. 

El séptimo y último capítulo, escrito por Bernard Brandon Scott, se titula 
Toward a Hermeneutics of the Solo Saviour: Dirty Harry and Romans 5-8. Como dejs 
claro su título, el ensayo explora cómo discutir los valores que presentan las películas + 
cómo incorporar técnicas narrativas cinematográficas en nuestra predicación. 


19 Walter J. Ong, The Presence of the Word: Some Prolegomena for Cultural and Religious Histor* 


(Minneapolis; University of Minnesota Press, 1967); Orality and Literacy; The Technologizing of the Wors 
(London & New York: Routlege, 1982). 


ll Wemer Kelber, The Oral and the Written Gospel: The Hermeneutics of Speaking and Writing in th 
Synoptic Tradition, Mark, Paul and Q (Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1983). 


"2 Troeger ha escrito varios libros sobre estética de la predicación. Algunas de sus obras más conocidas sc» 
Creating Fresh Images for Preaching: New Rungs for Jacob's Ladder (Valley Forge: Judson Press, 1982: 
Imagining a Sermon (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1990); y Ten Strategies for Preaching in a Multi Medi 
Culture (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1996). 


* Fred B. Craddock, As One Without Authority (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1971). La publicación de este 
libro marcó una nueva época en la homilética estadounidense. Para apreciar el impacto de Craddock véase el 
libro editado por Gail O’Day y Thomas G. Long, Listening to the Word: Studies in Honor of Fred B. 
Craddock (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1993). 
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Aunque los articulos contenidos en /ntersections varian en calidad y utilidad, la 
colección logra su objetivo: Discutir a profundidad los desafíos que enfrenta la 
predicación contemporánea. Quienes lo lean encontrarán en él un magnífico compañero 
de diálogo homilético y teológico. 


C. Conclusión 

La posmodernidad presenta desafios muy serios a la teología, a la predicación 
y a la práctica pastoral de la iglesia. Si bien los dos libros reseñados no tienen todas las 
respuestas a los problemas que enfrenta el púlpito contemporáneo, sí levantan preguntas 
muy importantes. Al fin y al cabo, en la posmodernidad las preguntas son más 
importantes que las respuestas. 

La teología hispana no puede ignorar los desafíos que presenta la 
posmodernidad a la teoría y la práctica de la predicación. Nuestra teología--contextual, 
inductiva y dinámica--demanda una predicación que refleje estas mismas características. 
Desarrollar este tipo de predicación contextual es la tarea que tenemos por delante 
quienes estudiamos y practicamos el arte de la predicación en la comunidad hispana. 


Summary 

This article reviews two recent books that explore the uneasy relationship 
between homiletics and postmodernity. The first part ventures a brief “definition” of the 
postmodern. The second reviews Theology for Preaching: Authority, Truth and 
Knowledge of God in a Postmodern Ethos, by Ronald J. Allen, Barbara Shires Blaisdell 
& Scott Black Johnson. The third and last section reviews the book edited by Richard L. 
Eslinger, Intersections: Post-Critical Studies in Preaching. Hispanic theology cannot 
ignore the challenges that the postmodern condition presents to Hispanic homiletics. 
The goal of Hispanic theology--a contextual theology--is to develop an equally 
contextual approach to preaching. 
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Towards the Year 2000: Visions of the Future 


Marta Sotomayor ; 


The new millennium described as a magic event that time performs, or A 
comet that crosses the calendar every thousand years throwing off metaphysicei 
sparks, is in reality an event of the imagination. The notion of a millennium wes 
introduced around the year 525 by the calculations of an obscure monk who made ¿2 
arbitrary mark on the calendar. As far as anyone knows, a millennial year has 
occurred only once before, fifty generations ago in the year 1000, in a very differen 
more simple planet earth. What is significant about this new millennium is that for té 
first time it will be greeted in the context of the global electronic village; observ.4 
simultaneously worldwide in one rotation of the planet.’ 

Thrust into a high-velocity race of new ideas and technologies, the childr = 
of the 20th century have witnessed more change in their life time than anyone else 
who had ever walked this planet. And, because of these changes, we face some of the 
most profound challenges ever faced by every known society. 

I will limit my comments to five interrelated outcomes of such changes: 
globalization, over-population, immigration, urbanization, poverty and hunger. This 
presentation is guided by three objectives: to facilitate greater conceptual clariy 
about issues facing civil society in the next century; to forge consensus and foster 
common strategies from different points of view and perspectives; and hopefully «: 
develop a strong constituency base committed to design on-going action strategies i» 
face the urgency of these issues, particularly as they impact Latino communities 
throughout the Americas. 


Globalization 

This is an era of human development where almost simultaneously actions 2 
one region affect the economies, politics, and cultures of almost every country aroud 
the world. We are driven by world-wide processes that involves everyone around te 
globe and that are likely to persist in the coming decades. 

Product innovation and technical progress have resulted in greater and muse 
efficient use of resources, increased competition, and cost-cutting drives in tie 
national and international markets. This in turn has led to growing economic 


"Lance Morrow, “A Cosmic Moment” in Time: Beyond the year 2000- -what to expect in the new 


millennium. Special issue. Fall 1992. 
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interdependence and inter linked finance systems, a common dependence upon 
natural resources, massive restructuring of production, and intense levels of 
international networking. 

While globalization has been defined by some sectors by its potential to 
unify different countries and different peoples in common bonds of humanity, it has 
also been associated with socioeconomic and political changes of profound 
consequences in both the developed and developing countries. While globalization 
effectively moves us away from narrow nationalistic frameworks, it has spinned-off 
complex social and political, mostly negative, outcomes such as population growth, 
environmental degradation, massive movements of people, greater unemployment, 
more inequalities, and increased poverty and hunger. Further, globalization and 
technology have radically changed the institutional and policy contexts for promoting 
social and economic security. The effectiveness of political parties, trade unions, 
peasant associations, and community organizations that in the past fought for balance 
and equity for the most vulnerable, is being eroded by precisely the same forces that 
drive globalization played-out primarily in world-wide patterns and/or life styles of 
consumption. This in turn has led to the growth of a monoculture that marginalizes, 
or wipes out, local and individual forms of cultural expression and autonomy. 

Global economic integration and the transfer of control from government 
hands to the private sector have taken place swiftly and quietly. The result is the 
growing dominance of transnational corporations as a global force not accountable to 
any state or international body, but that moves industries, crops, other forms of 
production, and mass groups of people at their very whim. 

According to its most severe critics, globalization means the emergence of 
the New World Order offering a future in which the only standard of human value, 
the profit motive, will replace all intellectual and spiritual goals as the prime reason 
for human existence. 


Population Growth 

According to the United National Fund for Population” (1995), as many 
people were added to the world’s population during the 1990s as were on the planet 
in 1900. The world population has doubled since 1950 and now stands about 5.6 
billion. Every year, the earth’s population grows by 97 million people and it will 
take until the year 2150 for the world population to stabilize at a figure of 11.6 billion 
people. It is likely to double, and even triple, by the end of the next century. Ninety 
five percent (95%) of that increase will be in the developing world. 

In 1950, the average life expectancy in the developing world was just under 
40 years. By the early 1990s it was 62, largely because infant and child mortality 
rates had been cut by two-thirds during that period. Overall, we are growing older 
and by the year 2025 the 65 years and over group will make up 14% of the world’s 
population. By the year 2025, 70% of the population over 60 years of age will be 


2 United National Population Fund, The State of World Population, 1993. 
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living in developing countries, of whom more than half will be women. About a third 
of the world's population are now under 15 years of age and in less-developed 
nations the figure is even higher; thus, expected greater fertility rates. 


International Migration 

At this point in time, the scope of international migration is unclear because 
reliable and current statistics do not exist. The best current “guesstimate” from the 
United Nations is that in 1985 there were over 100 million people were living outside 
their countries of birth or citizenship, roughly 2% of the world population. But, these 
numbers are already more than 10 years old. Migration experts suspect that number 
may be clearly rising due to the fact that employment-based migration has beer 
supplemented by large refugee streams caused by civil wars, inter-ethnic conflicts ir: 
a number of developing countries, disruptions and changing national boundaries ir 
Eastern Europe, political and economic instability in Latin America and other region: 


Ma ol eee “ee 


a oe ee 


of the world. Based on current trends, international migration will continue in twc — 


different contexts. First, economic development and availability of jobs in the 
western world will send citizens of developing countries around the globe looking fo: 
employment opportunities. This process will end only when developing countries 
offer similar opportunities at home. Second, political instability and human rights 
violations will continue to fuel refugee movements, particularly as ethnic tensions are 
exploited for political purposes. 

The United Nations points out that the number of refugees seeking asylum i: 
Western countries rose from about 100,000 in 1983 to over 700,000 in 1992. Ir 
early 1993, over 70% of the world’s refugees were living in developing countries. 
10% in the U.S., and 30% of them in the world’s least developed countries. Thy 
burden these mass movements of people cause receiving countries, particularly 
developing countries, is leading the international community to hold nations 
accountable for the way they treat their residents. However, the type and total effec! 
of refugee migration is still unclear, and nations are still ambivalent about interfering 
on other nations’ affairs. 


Today, in the U.S., new arrivals come mainly from Latin America, Asia anc | 


Africa changing the profile of America the likes of which we have never seen before. 
Migration streams continue to distinguish cities in different parts of the country with 


several large metropolitan areas serving as gateways for international migrants. 


carving out striking geographical dimensions of immigration patterns and policies.* 


Nearly everyone sees immigration as a major issue of the present and nex: 


century. Too obvious and visible to be ignored, too significant to be fudged. It is = 
moral issue as well as one of practical complexity. Further, immigration has become 
an entrenched economic and social process that cannot be so easily legislated out o? 
existence. Whether from country to city, or from one country to another, people have 


> Cathi Tactaquin, “An Update on International Networking: Global Migration Needs Global Solutions,” 


Network News, Summer, 1996. National Network for Immigrant and Refugee Rights (NNIRR), Oakland, 
CA. 
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always moved to better themselves, to get a better job, to live in better surroundings, 
to join family, to simply lead a different life. As the histories of many countries 
illustrate, migration is recognized and acknowledged as a natural component of the 
development of free societies and market economies. 

What looks “better” to an individual or family can seem destructive to the 
communities that are gaining people, or losing them. 

International migration is driven by differences in economic opportunities. 
But, governments also influence migration patterns. For example, political concerns 
generally lead governments to limit or broaden the flow of people across national 
boundaries as did the U.S. and Western European nations with “guest workers” from 
nearby nations. The major immigrant receiving countries of the developed world, the 
U.S., Canada, and Australia, are largely inhabited by the descendants of Europe's 
economic and political migrants. 

Does international migration take jobs from native-born citizens? What 
impact does international migration have on sending countries? Why is migration of 
greater concern today than in the past? In the United States, the answer is yes and no, 
or maybe to the first question depending on how narrowly, in geographic terms, one 
frames the question. Within a national context, the answer is no, because 
immigration has only a small economic impact. Locally, it can be yes because 
immigration is highly concentrated in a few states although other changes, such as 
shifts in international competition, are often the real culprit. 

The consensus of the experts is that immigration may account for a small 
part of the decline in jobs and earnings for native-born unskilled workers; it is also 
possible that new immigrants may take jobs from the previous generation of 
immigrants. But the overall impact is mixed. The question of whether immigrants 
cost the taxpayer more in services than they pay in taxes also gets a mixed response 
from the experts. 

The response to the impact on sending countries is also mixed. On the one 
hand, they lose their best educated, most risk-taking young adults. On the other hand, 
the money those emigrants send back home represents a major income source. The 
International Organization for Migration estimates that remittances currently amount 
to $67 billion, compared to the $46 billion Western governments provide in 
international development assistance each year. 

Immigration in the U.S. has emerged as a central issue in the last six months 
as seen in the passage of H.R. 2202 which aims to increase patrols and barriers along 
the U.S.-Mexico border; improve methods to detect illegal entries; speed up 
deportation procedures; and restrict access to federal benefit programs for both legal 
and illegal immigrants. These actions have resulted in what some are calling a 
“militarized” U.S.-Mexico zone where the most sophisticated weapons and 
technology of war are being deployed to stop the flow of migrants from the south. 
Will these drastic measures stop immigration, legal or illegal from countries in Latin 
America? It remains to be seen; this back and forth movement from south to north 
and back has been put in place, formally and informally, for generations. The 
constant movement of people has resulted in transnational families and communities, 
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whose members constantly travel back and forth across the border creating a 
“revolving door” or culture of migration, characterized not only by on-going renewal 
of culture and language, but also by a mutual borrowing of cultural patterns and 
behaviors. Certainly concepts such as acculturation and assimilation have less and 
less relevance. ; 


MA ee 


Urban Shifts 

The 20th century has seen urbanization and an accelerated growth of a 
take root in almost every part of the world, a trend which has escalated dramatically 
in recent years as the result of unprecedented population growth and massive 
movement of people. According to the Global Report on Human Settlements (1996), 
the number of cities with populations over one million rose from 111 in 1960 to 28% __ 
in 1990, and more than two-thirds of those cities were in developing countries. More 
than 150,000 people are being added to urban populations in developing countries 
every day. By the year 2010, there will be 368 cities of more than one million peopl» 
in developing countries, up from 173 in 1990. By the year 2015, there will be 2” 
cities with over 10 million in population each of which 22 will be in developine 
countries and at least three in Latin America. 

Since the Industrial Revolution, economic activity has increasingly take® 
place in cities. Reversing this trend will prove exceedingly difficult for peopis 
flocking into urban areas are looking for jobs that are simply unavailable in the 
villages and towns they left behind. But, lagging economies resulting in increasing 
rates of unemployment now characterize as well the distressed core of large cities «+ 
the developed, industrialized world. : 

The dramatic shift in the world’s population from the countryside to larger 
and crowded cities is reshaping the physical and social environment with far-reaching 
implications for how future generations will spend their lives. At least 200 millica — 
urban dwellers lack steady access to safe drinking water and critical water shortages © 
may confront as many as 900 million rural and urban people within the next 30 year 
Rapid urbanization aggravates other problems related to inadequate public services | 
schools and medical facilities, poor sanitation, environmental pollution, and lack «* 
decent housing. In the next century, cities will be the place where compelling sociai 
issues, such as poverty, homelessness, crime and unemployment will take on a large: 
and more complex dimensions than ever before. 

Increasingly, the majority of the world’s poor will be urban thus sustainab'= 
urban development will be the most pressing challenge facing humanity in the 21 ¢ 
century. And certainly, cities will be where most of the world’s population will livs 
and work and where most natural resources will be consumed. 

In historical times, cities were placed, designed, and built with fortificatica — 
in mind. Cities of old were strategically placed to provide that sense of safety. Thus, — 
the trend towards urbanization began. And that trend continues in modern and post 
modern times, as upwards of one million people migrate to the world’s cities each - 
week. Clearly, the number one thing that people wanted then and want now in their 
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homes and communities is a feeling of safety. Whether it is protection from natural 
elements, war, environmental degradation or crime, people long for, indeed require, a 
degree of safety in order to prosper. Nowadays, brick walls are not enough to ensure 
safety and prosperity for city’s inhabitants. The issues are more complex, and city 
leaders are grappling with ever increasing demands for better, safer and more 
affordable habitats. 


Population and Political Unrest 

Dozens of small wars burn on, primarily in Africa, Asia, and Latin America. 
More than 90% of 186 wars between 1945 and 1996 have taken place in developing 
countries creating an impact on international security and politics. It is significant that 
many of these armed conflicts occur amid rapid rates of population growth, pervasive 
poverty, and environmental degradation. At least 26.8 million refugees fled from 
their homes between 1993 and 1994 as a result of 50 ethno-political conflicts in 
developing countries. 

An estimated 600 million people live in health and life-threatening 
situations, 50% of whom are children. This includes at least 350 million living in 
extreme poverty; 250 million urban dwellers who do not have access to safe drinking 
water; over 420 million do not have access to adequate sanitation; over 100 million 
who live in sub-standard housing or who are homeless and face a multitude of other 
problems such as air pollution, overcrowding, hazardous working conditions, 
violence, natural disasters, and infections diseases.’ The fear that the scope of these 
factors will overwhelm political institutions and economic systems is real for 
population growth, the depletion of renewable resources, and unequal access, work 
together to reduce economic productivity. The outcome is a vicious cycle that 
trigger migration and ethnic conflicts. The same forces can also lead to movements 
across national borders, which can destabilize both sending and receiving countries. 

Debates over the role of population growth in sparking political unrest are 
highly charged. Some believe that the world’s poor women and their babies will be 
blamed not only for degrading the environment, but for fomenting regional 
insurgences. Others suggest that Western industrialized countries urge reductions in 
global population growth because they fear becoming “outnumbered” and losing their 
economic supremacy and advantage. 

Putting these arguments aside, the transnational nature of population and 
environmental trends raises political questions. True, amidst growing global 
economic interdependence the nation state is still the building block of international 
society, but the post-Cold War world is witnessing the fragmentation of large 
multinational states and empires and a surge in ethno-nationalist struggles. 

National security of the various nations used to be defined primarily in 
terms of the containment of communism and regional insurgences, and were pursued 
largely through armed intervention or the threat of it. With these traditional threats 


4 United Nations, World Urbanization Prospects, 1992. 
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subsiding, some insist we must now expand our definition of security and reallocate 
defense resources to the control of population, environment and development 
programs. Others worry that “global sustainability” is a lofty and elusive strategic 
goal, beyond the grasp of national security systems. 

Given the budgetary implications of these debates, passions run high. The 
issue becomes one of finding a common framework to bridge the two perspectives. 
There is no question that the young age of high fertility countries challenge the ability 
of resource-strapped governments and weak economies in developing countries to 
generate jobs and services. The high rates of rural-to-urban migration associated — 
with rapid population growth induce price inflation and failures in public finance. o 
Governments can impose price controls or subsidies for urban food supplies and ai 
the same time stimulate job creation. And this has been done, but such policies have — 
been financed by massive foreign borrowing creating additional debt burdens tc i 
already weakened financial structures for such countries. 

It is argued that poverty combined with the fragmentation of familial anc 
communal ties can lead to militant religious and political responses. The examples o © 
North Africa’s rapid urbanization combined with youth unemployment rates ranging — 
from 40 to 70% may help to explain the attraction of Islamic fundamentalist in the — 
region. In some Latin American countries where poverty rates continue to soar anc © 
political oppressive structures continue, the growth of Protestant and Roman Catholic ; 
fundamentalism is growing at unparalleled rates. In the former Yugoslavia, Israe: 
and the West Bank/Gaza and South Africa, differential rates of population growth — 
have exacerbated existing ethnic, racial or religious divisions. 


Poverty and Hunger 

Poverty is one of the global risks threatening people”s future as a whole. In 
fact, an extreme imbalance with regard to distribution of resources continue to exist 
not just between countries but also within the borders of many countries themselves - 
For example, in 1990, the poverty rate in central cities in the U. S. was 19.9%. 
compared to only 6.8% in the suburbs; it remains heavily concentrated in centra' ; 
cities and nonmetropolitian areas, especially in large cities. The rate of poverty fell by 
nearly one-half between 1960 and 1973. Then, a substantial turnaround occurred: th: 
poverty rate rose in the early 1980s and again in the early 1990s and it continue to be 
highest in central cities.” Much of the increase in poverty can be traced to the growtl: 
in inequality that left many workers in jobs at below-poverty or near-poverty wages 
Another significant factor is the sharp increase in families headed by single women _ 
Overall, poverty is very unevenly distributed: African Americans at 33% and Latino _ 
at 32% had a far higher incidence of poverty than whites at 10%. Childrén, primarily 
suffer greater amounts of poverty at 23%.° . 


5 US. Department of Housing and Urban Development. Beyond Shelter: Building Communities and 


Opportunity. The United States report for Habitat II. May, 1996. 
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There is no doubt that women, along with children, are much more adversely 
affected by urbanization and population growth. Although women have entered the 
labor force in record numbers over the last two decades, they comprise a majority of 
the world”s poor. Nearly three-quarters of the estimated 1.3 billion people living in 
poverty around the world are women and girls.” About 60% of poor adults in the 
U.S. are women and 46% of female-headed families with children are poor. 
Although the gap has narrowed in the U.S. since 1963 when women earned an 
average of 60 cents for every dollar men earned, there is still a gap between their 
wages - 75 cents for every dollar. The average Latina earns 55 cents for every dollar 
men earned.” When both wage-earning and unpaid work are taken into account, it is 
clear that women provide substantial, primary, or sole economic support to a large 
proportion of the world’s families. In households with two wage-earning parents, the 
father’s income typically exceeds the mother’s, yet mothers usually contribute a 
larger proportion of their income to family needs. 

The causes of women’s poverty are complex and the reasons why they are 

afflicted by poverty are unique as well. In many cases, women living in poverty 
reflect widespread economic under development, unemployment, and human 
suffering.” 
Racial disparities in poverty rates according to gender, color, race and ethnic origin 
highlight the enduring polarization of American cities. Reversing a trend towards 
convergency observed in the 1970s, racial differences in poverty began to widen 
during the 1980s. While poverty rates edged upward for whites in many central cities, 
such increases were far more pronounced among minorities of color. Comparing 
Latinos living in the metropolitan areas of Chicago, Houston, Miami and New York 
City (areas with high Latino population) show that U.S. poverty rates of foreign born 
and native born Latinos were almost identical in 1989. One out of every four Latinos 
lived in poverty in 1989, but by 1994 Latinos and Blacks had almost identical rates of 
poverty. Whereas the situation for other minorities of color has been improving, that 
of Latinos has been deteriorating. Among the various Latino national groups living 
in the U.S., Dominicans and Puerto Ricans have the highest poverty rates. 
Nationally, 44% of all Latino families that are headed by a female live below the 
poverty level. Latinos who do not speak English very well, or not at all, suffer much 
higher poverty rates than do those who speak English well. 


6 Population Reference Bureau Analysis of 1990 Census Data in “What the 1990 Census Tells Us 
About Women,” Table 13, 1993. 


7 Caroline O. Moser, “Gender Planning in the Third World: Meeting Practical and Strategic Gender 
Needs” in Wallace, Tina and Candida March (eds.). Changing Perceptions: Writing On Gender and 
Development. Oxford: Oxfam, 1991, pp. 158-171. 


8 National Committee on Pay Equity, “The Ware Gap: 1994.” (1994 wage gap for all fifty states and the 
Disctrict of Columbia are not available.) Washington, D.C.: National Committee on Pay Equity, 1995. 


2 U.S. Department of Commerce Economics and Statistical Administration, 1992 Economic Census: 
Women-Owned Business. Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1996. 
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Such disparities in poverty are both cause and effect of persistent division 
among neighborhoods. American cities have remained divided for most of their 
history, with people of different racial and ethnic backgrounds rarely living in the 
same neighborhood. To achieve a perfectly integrated distribution of ethnic 
minorities and whites in 1990, more than three-quarters of the residents in Atlanta, 
Baltimore, Chicago, Miami, Newark, New York, Philadelphia, and Washington. 
D.C., cities which have become more segregated over the past decades, would have to 
move. Moreover, considering race, gender, and income at the same time reveals that 
segregation is actually increasing in many cities, signifying widening race and class 
divisions. 

4 
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Hunger 

In most parts of the world, rapid population growth, poverty an: 
environmental degradation form a destructive downward spiral. Rapid population 
growth is both a cause and an effect of poverty, and therefore, contributes to hunge: y 
UN officials estimate that at least 800 million people in the developing countries now 
suffer from chronic malnutrition and 500,000 starve to death each year. Hunger ha. 
worsened in Latin America, Africa, and the Near East. These numbers will increase 
in the future because of trends in population growth, urbanization, and loss of arab]. 
land. 


In recent decades, world food production has kept well ahead of populatios 
growth, largely because of “green revolution” agricultural advances that dramatically 
have improved yields per acre. But, green revolution techniques have macs 
agriculture more profitable, rich farmers and corporations often buy up the besi. 
flattest land, while poor peasants are forced into environmentally fragile margins! 
lands. Between 1950 and 1991, world grain production rose by 169%. In developing 
countries, food production increased by 117% between 1965 and 1990. Ag 
production climbs, food prices decline steadily. Although food output in the 
developing countries increased by 39% during the 1980s, population growth mear? 
that per capita production rose by only 10%. In 75 countries, food productics 
declined in the last decade."° 

According to the United Nations Environment Program, in the last 45 yea: 
17% of the planet’s soils have been severely degraded. In some areas soil damage 3 
even more extensive; 25% in Central America and 22% in Africa. If the acreage «* 
land under cultivation is not expanded, then each acre harvested in the developing 
countries must double plus its yield just to provide current nutritional levels to the 
projected population in the year 2150. To provide a typical First-World diet, yie** 
would have to increase six-fold. 

Will future food production keep pace with population growth? and just ¿5 
importantly, will inroads be made against poverty and inequity, the root causes ci 


'0 Catherine Bertini, “Not just giving away food, but using it to help people help themselves”, The Earth 
Times/Food Summit. November 16-30, 1994. 
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hunger? Some hold that technological innovation and rising living standards will 
continue to expand supply and purchasing power. Environmentalists believe that 
short-term production increases will be purchased at great cost and that today”s 
bounty will mean deprivation for generations to come. It is argued that high-yield 
agriculture has already exacted an environmental toll in the form of degraded soil, 
deforestation, erosion and runoff of fertilizers and pesticides. Further, more than 700 
million people, one in eight, do not have enough to eat. 

A closer look at the figures show that food production may be losing the 
race with population growth. World food production will have to increase by more 
than 75% over the next 30 years to keep pace with population growth. By 2015, we 
will need to feed about 9 billion people who will inhabit the world. Environmental 
degradation worsens poverty, and by extension, hunger. 

In order to make a difference and possible reverse present patterns, 
fundamental changes will be required in development programs and the world 
economy. In addition, we need a fair and equitable system of global trade, 
responsible and responsive governments, easing the Third World debt burden, 
investment in rural infrastructure, substantial agricultural research, and renewed 
emphasis on basic food production. It also requires giving the most powerless, the 
poor and hungry, a voice in the democratic process. 


= 


Population and the Environment 

The state of the environment in the next century will be determined largely 
by one factor: our ability to control the human population. If the species doubles its 
numbers by 2050 to nearly 11 billion, humanity may very well complete the 
devastation accelerated in this century. Such growth in our numbers would continue 
to deplete and even devastate the world’s capital and prevent the poorer nations from 
making the necessary investments in technological development to slow down 
population growth. There is much cause for alarm if we believe that as more humans 
consume more resources they generate more waste. Industrialized countries have 
only 22% of the worlds’s population, but use 85% of all forest products consumed, 
72% of steel production and 75% of energy. We also generate 75% of pollutants and 
wastes.’ 

It is true that in the last 20 years, substantial gains have been made in 
automotive pollution control. But, in the U.S. alone, the number of miles traveled by 
motor vehicles has doubled since 1970, so there has been an increase in air pollution 
from automobiles. The chemical industry is the leading industrial source of toxic 
wastes, producing about 46% of all industrial toxic contaminants; toxic solid waste 
at 70%; toxic water effluents at 86%; and toxic air emissions at 28%. Major industrial 
sources of toxic environmental contaminants are producers of primary and fabricated 


1! Thomas Homer-Dixon, “Accross the threshold: Empirical evidence of environmental scarcities as 
causes of violent conflict,” International Security, Summer, 1994. 
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metals, coal and petroleum products, transportation equipment, and plastics. The 
production of these industries is spatially concentrated within the nation. 

Stark differences in consumption mean that some humans have a far greater 
environmental impact than others. A big city in a modern industrialized society 
consumes far more resources more often than not coming from other parts of the 
country and of the world. Cities also produce more waste thus clearly having a strong 
impact on the global environment and the economy. 

Some argue, including the U.S.A., that it can be done with technical 
ingenuity and properly-functioning markets thus there is no limit to the number of 
people the planet can sustain. It is argued that when markets function well, resource 
scarcity will trigger warning signals in the form of higher prices which in turn will set 
in motion adaptive behaviors such as substitution, recycling, conservation, and more 
technological innovation that will prevent resource depletion. It is true that 
technological improvements deserve high priority. But, unchecked consumption and 
rapid population growth can overwhelm technological improvements. 

Environmentalist argue that population growth and consumption can offset 
hard-won gains in pollution control and natural resource conservation. While it is 
possible that properly functioning markets can prevent resource depletion, markets 
are often dysfunctional. For example, federal subsidies to logging, grazing and 
mining keep prices artificially low, muting any warning signals that resource limits 
are near. Further, no markets exist for many commonly held resources such as the 
global atmosphere. During the 1980s, tropical forests were lost at a rate of almost 42 
million acres a year. At this rate, tropical forests, which are home to 50% of all plant 
and animal species, will be gone in 115 years. Not even genetic engineering will be 
able to replicate them. 

Consumption habits of industrialized countries have severely strained the 
life-supporting systems of the biosphere. While evidence is clear that the greatest 
threat to the environment comes from the wealthiest billion of the world’s people who 
consume the most resources and generate the most wastes, it also comes from the 
poorest billion who are forced to destroy their meager resource base in order to 
survive. If population continues to grow as it is projected, 9 plus billion humans 
projected by the year 2015 could do a lot of environmental damage. 


The question remains whether the earth can support all of its current, amt 


future inhabitants at the present level of consumption. The planets “carrying 
capacity” depends not only on production of food, timber and other resources for 
human use, but also on the health of complex biospheric systems which we are only 
beginning to understand.'? Environmentalists call for slower population growth and 
dramatically reduced consumption habits otherwise science and technology, with all 
its innovation, may not be able to prevent either irreversible degradation of the 


environment or continued poverty (often one of the result of such degradation) for 
much of the world. 


'2 Ben Wisner, “The limitation of “carrying capacity,” Political Environments. #3 - Winter/Spring 
1996. Special Double Issue. Amherst, MA. 
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The dichotomy between developed and developing nations diverts attention 
from the idea of common responsibility for the planet. The environment has a 
profound impact on our own interest in two ways. First, environmental forces 
transcend borders and oceans to threaten directly the lives, health, prosperity, and 
jobs of people residing in this and every country. Second, addressing natural 
resource issues is critical to achieving political and economic stability. The challenge 
of this century is to address population and the condition in which increasing human 
numbers will leave the Earth for generations to come. 


Conclusion 

Standing on the brink of the 21st Century, we face a future that is increasingly tied to 
what happens on the other side of the world. Population growth, modern 
communications and technology, and trade bring people and cultures together in ways 
that profoundly shape our destiny. In today’s interdependent world, cooperation 
across borders to address social, economic and environmental issues has become not 
only beneficial but imperative. Much is at stake, including the idea that the world's 
nations can come together to craft solutions to our most serious problems. 

Sustainable development and the aspirations to poor countries for economic 
growth have to be reconciled in a global context. (One cannot really talk about 
sustainability in relation to developing countries without also considering the 
responsibility of developed nations. The increasing need for space, food, water, and 
energy in order to satisfy human needs and aspirations makes it clear that the future 
will not be livable unless the population challenge is met. Overpopulation is a 
complex and somewhat elusive reality. We can no longer think of it in terms of 
aggregate numbers. We need to demonstrate concern for how human beings interact 
with one another, how they use their natural resources and how they work to better 
their lives and the prospects for their families. 

If we look at the mega-cities of today and of tomorrow, we will see that a 
big part of the problem is that infrastructures for human development are inadequate 
and the growth in human numbers out paces resources. But, if priorities are set right 
and people’s minds and abilities are fully developed, the disadvantages of growing 
human numbers can be mitigated. 

Research clearly shows that both because of women's multiple 
responsibilities and because they have fewer resources than men to begin with, 
women carry the heaviest share of the consequences imposed by structural 
adjustment. However, opposition to equal rights and opportunities for women is 
deep-rooted in many societies and can be overcome only through a continuous 
process of education, legislation, social change, and economic opportunity programs. 
Basic education of girls is definitely a key to the empowerment of women. But, it 
goes much beyond only women as there is a correlation between a decline in fertility 
of 5-10 percent per extra year of schooling for a girl. Children of an educated mother 
are more likely to survive, their future earning will rise about 15% for women with an 
extra year of schooling compared with 11% for a man. 
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Policies that improve the status of women enable communities to alleviate 
poverty, develop local economies, expand the number of educated and healthy 
citizens, sustain the environment, and strengthen families. Educating girls and 
women is one of the best development decisions any country can make. But, men 
have to buy into this reality and must examine and understand the complexity of the 
multiple roles they play, conscioulsy and unconscioulsy, in perpetuating barriers for 
the development of women and girls. In the final analysis we must educate men and 
women faster and target the development of schools and jobs for the challenges of the 
future. 


Summary 


En base a datos de los censos, las Naciones Unidas y otros estudios, el 
presente artículo examina los retos demográficos, económicos y sociales que el siglo 
que se avecina le presentará a la iglesia, y en particular a las comundidades latinas 
en ambas Américas. Para responder a estos retos se necesitará una combinación de 
estrategias a nivel tanto global como familiar, con énfasis especial en el desarrollo, 
educación y papel de la mujer en la familia y la sociedad. 


Faculty Search: Practical Theology 


debil cama 


- Duke University Divinity School seeks to make a faculty appointment 
effective for September 1999 in the area of Practical Theology. Nominations and 
applications are sought for or from persons who exhibit strength in understanding and 
interpreting the church’s ministerial practices, lay and ordained. Though the candidate’s 
academic training may be in any scholarly discipline, particular strength in one or more 3 
of the following teaching areas is desired: Christian nurture, pastoral care, church — 
leadership and administration, worship and preaching, sociology of religion, or spiritual 
formation. The appointment may be either tenure-track or tenured. Rank and salary ‘ 
will be set according to qualifications and experience. A graduate theological degree, F 
PhD or equivalent in an appropriate field, and experience in ministry, lay or ordained, 
are requisite. Women and ethnic minorities are especially encouraged to apply. 
Nominations and applications should be sent to: Ms. Leslie Pardue, The Divinity 
School, Box 90968, Duke University, Durham, NC 27708-0968. Review of 
applications and nominations will begin January 15, 1999. — 
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Consideration of persons who recently received a doctorate will be aided if 
submitted materials include an official transcript for the highest degree held and th: 
letters of reference. Duke paces is an affirmative action nu hee u 
employer. 
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Cultural Differences: The Silent Language 
C. William Chignoli 


I want to minister to and with the "Hispanic" or "Latino" families living in 
cultural transition in the United States and to assist in understanding the dynamics of 
living within a dominant culture quite different and sometimes in conflict with that of 
the Hispanic/Latino cultures. I want to enable the Hispanic/Latino community to 
develop constructive ways of adapting to a complex situation with the desired result 
of living wholesome and productive lives. A most basic step for any such ministry is 
to recognize the cultural differences between the dominant Anglo culture and the 
various Hispanic/Latino ones. Here is a brief overview of some of the principal 
differences and their effect on cross-cultural ministries. 


Hispanic Race? 

Statistically speaking, the United States has created a new race called 
Hispanic, a race which is included in most "tell me about your life" forms and/or 
applications such as immigration forms. I have a Colombian friend of German 
descent who finds it frustrating if he cannot mark the little square that says "White" 
on an application or form. You just don't do that to a pure Aryan. Another South 
American friend of pure African ancestry discovered that he was not Black, but 
Hispanic. I am the son of Italians, of complete Italian ancestry, proud of 
Michelangelo, of Leonardo da Vinci, and of Dante, but because I was born in 
Argentina and speak Spanish, I am classified as Hispanic. Ethnically, this is an error. 
The Hispanic race does not exist. 

If there must be a statistical classification, Hispanics are a 
linguistically-based community. They are a group of Whites, Native Americans, 
Blacks, Chinese and other tones of skin color who communicate among themselves in 
the same language. Maybe the United States without realizing it, and because of its 
passion for statistics, has "discovered" something that Hispanics have been missing 
all along. 

There are approximately 350 million people that speak Spanish or Castillian 
in this world; three quarters of the world's Hispanic population live in the American 
Continent. 

Hispanics have a common language; we are the antithesis of the biblical 
Tower of Babel which, as we all know, caused human beings not to understand each 
other. We have in our hands (excuse me, on our tongues) the best instrument for 
understanding that may exist. The Hispanic race does not exist, but... that may not be 
bad at all! 


Cultural Differences 

During the months that preceded the opening of the Magic Kingdom in 
Orlando, Florida, the Disney advertising agency chose Mickey Mouse as the generic 
character for its marketing strategy (T-shirts, caps, balloons, costumes), much to the 


Apuntes/21 


surprise of the Latin American tourists that visited the park looking for their favorite 
character: Donald Duck. Why were advertising efforts and money invested in Mickey 
and Minnie Mouse, and not Donald and Daisy Duck? Why weren't Donald and Daisy 
Duck emphasized? You only find Donald during show time in groups that include 
other Disney characters. Mickey Mouse is the stereotype of the good, patient, 
non-compromising, full-of-virtues character. In other words: Mickey is perfect. 
Donald Duck gets angry, is emotional, falls into temptations, and at the end corrects 


o 


his mistakes. The Latin American perceives Donald Duck as "more human" anc 


identifies with that Disney character. This is a typical example of cultural differences. 


Modern anthropologists use the term "culture" to designate all the 


. 
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components of society which includes a diversity of elements such as values, moral: 
and accomplishments (encompassing the constructive as well as destructive 


experiences of daily life). 
The culture of a group of people consists of patterns (explicit and implicit’ 


of acquired behavior which are transmitted from one generation to the next throug! 


symbols and objects. Its different accomplishments then establish the basis for it 


traditions, the elaboration of its own language, and the evolution of art and music. 


Shared Characteristics can lead to friction 

"The way we speak Spanish" tops the list of items that Hispanics polled by 
Daniel Yankelovich said are significant differences among Hispanics. The Spanis® 
language is not the unifying force it is typically assumed to be; neither is a commox 
religion a guarantee of cohesion, especially since Latinos from different countries 
often venerate different saints and manifestations of the Virgin Mary. In Los Angeles” 
Pico-Union district, for example, the director of a child-care center (serving Mexica= 
and a variety of Central American immigrants) notes that the idiomatic differences 


among them are so great that composing Spanish-language materials aceptaba to 


parents and staff usually involves heated negotiations. 


Socio-economic differences reflect the distinctive history of each group an + 


the circumstances of its arrival in the United States. Cubans have come here in th» 
wake of Castro's revolution and even though (with the exception of the Marielitos* 
they have arrived relatively well-educated, they have, as refugees, receive: 
substantial help from the federal government. Puerto Ricans, on the other hand, have 
come to the mainland with fewer advantages, having been pushed off the land and ou: 
of the cities by rapid post-World War II industrialization of the island. 

Mexicans present a complex story. Many are long-time US residents, an® 
some can trace their ancestry back not only to the time when the American Southwe:* 
was part of Mexico, but to the millennia before the arrival of Europeans on th= 


Continent. Nevertheless, the overwhelming majority of Mexicans in the United State= 


today are recent immigrants, many having arrived illegally. This complicated group 
profile is highlighted by the fact that Mexicans are the Hispanic group with the 
highest proportion of individuals born in the United States. 
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Such historical and socio-economic differences are obviously important, but 
their political significance is not readily apparent. Each group certainly has its own 
unique relationship to the American political system. 


The Cuban group is the smallest group (constituting less than 5 percent of all 
Hispanics), but they are the most powerful politically. As refugees, they have long 
dreamed of overthrowing Castro and returning home. Yet at a time when this dream 
seems closer to realization than ever, its appeal has begun to diminish, particularly 
among younger Cuban-Americans born and raised here. It is, in any event, striking 
that Cubans have a significantly higher naturalization rate than Mexicans, whose long 
and complex history in the Southwest has translated into one of the lowest such rates 
among all groups in the United States. This helps explain why Mexicans do not yet 
have the political power commensurate with their numbers. 

Puerto Ricans, by contrast, are US citizens at birth, but their circular 
migrations between the island and the mainland helps make them the weakest of these 
three groups. 

Bilingual education and the Voting Rights Act are two issues around which 
most Hispanics have been able to come together. Yet there are plenty of other issues 
where Hispanic interests do not very neatly converge: Cubans have focused on 
anti-Castro initiatives; Puerto Ricans have been preoccupied with the statehood 
question, and Mexicans and Central Americans (the fastest growing Hispanic group, 
having increased by more than 250 percent from 1980 to 1990) have emphasized 
immigration issues. 


Cross-cultural differences between English-speaking Saxons and Spanish- 
speaking Latinos 

These observations are made in the context of the development of the church 
in the United States, and from the Latin point of view, of course. 

During the past two decades, the Anglo culture has worked in Latin America 
disseminating the message of the Gospel throughout a vast area. Now the situation 
has reversed itself due to the large growth of the Spanish-speaking population in the 
United States. The process of growth of the Hispanic community has created an 
increasing number of Hispanic ministers who come from Latin America to the United 
States seeking to fulfill their call from God in order to minister to the Hispanics living 
in the United States. As a result, many Hispanic churches have been established and 
the interest in denominations that are traditionally Anglo has increased. There is 
evidence that by the end of this century a cultural shock will bring about many 
benefits and disadvantages as a result of social and religious confrontations. 

Seven basic principles of the Anglo-Saxon and Latin cultures are outlined 
below. These principles are important to the process of interrelation and integration. 
1) Team Spirit 

The Latin culture understands interrelation to be possible when individuals 
that are closely connected live together, whether under the same roof or city. This is 
not the same understanding that the Anglo holds, whose characteristics of 
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individualism and independence are predominant over the sense of team. History 
books in Latin countries present its heroes and patriots surrounded by subordinates, 
not only in books, but also in paintings, which is what gives the Latin a sense of team. 
In Argentina, General San Martin is always depicted surrounded by his Generals, 
collaborators and civil groups. The same situation is true about Simon Bolivar, the 


General, who commanded over the Grand Colombia (made up by more than six ~ 


countries). 


o 


General Bolivar's hegemonic leadership was based in the concepts and ~ 
opinions expressed by his governors, military chiefs, and civic leaders. This is the ~ 


. 
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same kind of interrelation present in the letters which have been preserved from tha* 
time; they reflect a deep-seated sense of team and dependence on one another. 
Today, this cultural phenomenon can be observed very clearly. In the 


movies for example, the Anglo culture creates individual leaders, all powerful, whe 


grow through adversity and are successful on their own individual abilities os. 
capabilities (Rambo, The Exterminator, Silence of the Lambs, just to name a few) © 
Latin leaders are usually outstanding individuals who are part of a group oF 
community. (The Official Story, to name a movie which won an Oscar and wa: 


played in the United States.) 


Team spirit is very important for the emotional balance of the Latin person 


since there are no Robinson Crusoes or Daniel Boones in the Latin culture, but group: 


of soldiers or explorers who succeeded while serving or supporting a ruler or cause. 
The concepts and objectives of the Anglo and Latin cultures are very similar, what ¡+ 
different is the existence or absence of team spirit. 
2) Sense of Assistance and Belonging 

As a result of the above-mentioned Latin perception of "team spirit," 4 
situation arises which has been a source of frustration and feelings of failure in many 
Anglos and in churches with programs for Hispanics: Assistance. 

The sense of assistance in the Anglo culture is based on the principles cf 


self-determination and self-improvement. The Anglo individual or entity gives — 


assistance with the intention of giving a little "push" and hopes to help the other. 


person get "started." The frustration settles in when the Latin exhausts the energy 
from the initial "push" and the motor "stops." The Latin culture does not suppl - 
individuals with the necessary characteristics to receive this kind of help c+ 
assistance; therefore, the Latin person does not understand it and sees himself/herse:* 
as the receiver of leftovers or remnants. 

It is very frustrating for the Latin because the situation is perceived ¿s 
tokenism, a problem to be set aside and later forgotten. On the other hand, the Ang! 
is also frustrated because his/her efforts have not been fruitful or used well. 

The Latin individual inherited a sense of help or assistance based im 
long-term restoration that complements his/her deficiencies. Latinos do net 
understand assistance to be a "push to get started," but they expect to be "connected" 
until they can make it on their own. This perception of assistance creates a 
relationship of dependency in the receiver of the help. This aspect of the Latin sense 
of help was quickly perceived by large multi-national corporations which, when 
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investing in Latin corporations, would contribute capital and technology only (in an 
effort to bring about growth for the new enterprise), but they did not interfere in 
"how" things were to be done. 

The sense of belonging is conceptual. It can help the individual develop 
his/her self-determination without interfering with the person's social or spiritual 
independence. 

3) The Image of the Leader 

The Anglo individual is educated in a culture that is basically independent, 
where the value of the individual is measured by his/her accomplishments attained 
through individual efforts. Therefore, the Anglo culture does not accept rigid 
leadership, but identifies a leader mainly by her/his sense of direction and 
organizational abilities The leader is usually not acknowledged in an unlimited or 
unconditional basis. 

From history we learn of the many rebellions or mutinies on-board ships 
navigating under Anglo captains who tried to impose their commands on the crew. 
This kind of situation did not happen in Spanish ships. It is almost a constant in Latin 
America's history of independence that its leaders are absolute rulers and the style of 
leadership is one of imposition. When the Anglo individual imposes his/her point of 
view on other people, he or she creates a sense of oppression in the surroundings. 

4) Sense of Urgency and Importance 

There are two basic formative elements in the Anglo culture. They are 
system and evaluation; therefore, the Anglo individual does not act by impulse, but 
by purpose and objective. The Latin person does not. Because of the Latin formative 
elements and emotional characteristics, the individual tends to be impulsive and acts 
without previous thought or preparation; therefore, he or she does not consider the 
consequences. The Latin individual usually does not evaluate the situation, but 
evaluates his/her action based on previously acquired principles. It is common to find 
a Latin person intervening in a fight between two people unknown to him/her just 
because they believe an injustice is being committed. This kind of attitude is the 
catalyst of mistakes considered by the Anglo culture to be totally inadmissible; but 
for Latinos those mistakes are understandable and can be corrected with a simple 
explanation. 

‘This kind of situation creates deep differences between the two cultures. 
Latinos easily find excuses for very large number of faults. For example, when the 
Latin person arrives late for an appointment, he/she is not more than three minutes 
long giving an excuse. An Anglo, on the other hand, experiences feelings of 
irresponsibility, and thinks that he/she is careless and lacks courtesy. 

5) Sense of Community 

The Hispanic needs more than a simple agreement in order to be open to 
friendship and camaraderie; he or she needs interaction, interrelation and intimacy. 
The Latin individual needs to know how the other person feels, how the other person 
is doing every day, needs to know the other person intimately and what the other 
person thinks about him/her. This type of relationship with individuals or community 
takes time to develop; time has to be spent with one another to nurture the 
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relationship. Without the very important element of time the sense of friendship is not 
present. In the Anglo culture a group of individuals can work on a project together if 
two or more persons reach an understanding or agreement. Not so for the Latinos. 

It is important to note that most Latin families have their children living at 
home, under the constant care of the parents, until they are married. It is also 


important to note that Latin families usually get together every Sunday, or at least — 


once a week to share a meal and their experiences of that week. This kind of behavior 
may be considered "not necessary" for an Anglo. 

To be able to penetrate the Hispanic culture, it is essential to be aware of and? 
accept the sense of community and communion that Hispanics hold close to their 
hearts. It is not possible to establish the parameters of a new social system in the 
minds of Hispanics, but it is possible to increase their faith through the message of 
Christ. However, to be able to present the message of Christ you have to penetrate the 
Hispanic culture. 

6) The Perspective of Success 

For the Anglo, success is understood as reaching a goal. To win a battle in ¿ 
war is a significant success. The Hispanic will feel successful only if the war is won 
It has to be all or nothing. For the Latin a second place in a sports competition is no’ 
very meaningful; it may even be considered a disappointment. By nature, the Latir 
demands total success; he or she is not pleased with partial accomplishments. 

Within an organization or ministry this kind of attitude will create 
conflicting opinions, since the Anglo evaluates and considers the initial progress as 
successful and will create incentives to reinforce his determination to reach a goal. 


: 
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te. 


For the Latino the same situation might be considered a total defeat and it would — 


seem a waste of time to persevere. 

The Anglo plans and executes long term plans. The Latino on the othe: 
hand, only concentrates on objectives which can be accomplished in the immediate 
future. 

7) The Value of Money 


A 


For the Anglo money is perceived as an instrument used to implement ideas — 


and obtain rewards. Time is money. For the Latino it is an end or a goal which bring 
about personal achievement. Since the Hispanic is not endowed with the 
administrative skills of the Anglos, he/she replaces the methodology of reasoning 
with the desire for abundance; hence money becomes a worthy goal and more 
important than fundamental values. 

The majority of immigrants that come to live in the United States do so fo” 


economic reasons. By acquiring a large capital they can fulfill their dreams ané 


desires. Anglos on the other hand, reach the same goal through careful financia. 
planning over a long period of time. 

Obviously, social values are very influential on this issue, which is, by itself. 
quite complex. The issue of social values has generated quite a few frustrations aná 
has been the main reason for ending many projects and dreams after a lot of effort 
and work has been put forth, specially in missionary work. Most of the local Anglo 
churches working with Latinos, specifically projects that include Hispanics, have 
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experienced much frustration and disaster for what could have otherwise been 


excellent integrated programs. 


CONTRASTING PATTERNS IN NONVERBAL COMMUNICATION 


_ ANGLO-SAXON CULTURE 


Fast changes 

Less conservative 

Child's active attitude 

Nuclear family 

Teachers teach how to face reality in life. 


e Children are prohibited to look firmly at other 
people. But when they are rebuked they have to 
look at the rebuker's eyes. 


e Physical touch is uncommon unless the other 
person is a close friend. 


e The expression of emotions is very limited. 


e Laughing means joy, crying sadness 


e Think logically and go to the point. 


e Can do only one thing at a time. 


little importance. 


e Saying: Time flies. 
Punctuality is very important. Ifa person is not 
punctual he/ she is rude. 

e Appointments and activities are scheduled in 
advance, sometimes even months or weeks 
early. 

e Meetings have an agenda. 

e Working time is just that. 


e To be five minutes late for an appointment is 
reasonable. More than that is an insult. 


Cross-Cultural Counseling 


Cross-cultural counseling, an 


e The future is very important and the past is of 


LATINO CULTURES 


GENERAL CULTURE 


Slow changes 
Very conservative 
Child's passive attitude. 


Extended family 
Teachers overprotect as parents 


INTERPERSONAL RELATIONSHIPS 


Children can look firmly at other people. 
But when they are rebuked they have to 
look down. 


Physical touch is very common. It means 
friendship or equality. 


Expresses emotions freely. People who 
don't do so are believed to be insensitive. 


Both can mean the same. 


Going directly to the point is considered to 
be rude 


Can do several things at the same time. I.e., 
talk and work at the same time. 


The past is very important. Forget about the 
future. 


Time passes. 
If a person is punctual he/she is e flatterer. 


Sometimes just a few minutes before is 
enough. 


Meeting agendas are very flexible. 

Working time can be used to call friends 
make appointments, etc. 

Twenty minutes late is a very reasonable 
time. 


emerging area of research and 


practice,concerns issues which arise when counseling persons with dissimilar 


cultural/ethnic backgrounds. 
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Counseling intends to be of assistance to a client, but is impeded when both 
parties send and receive messages with different meanings which come out of 
differing world views. 

Consideration of ethnic factors focuses upon situations where the counselor 
is white, middle class, identified with mainstream culture and monolingual, and the 
client a member of a ethnic minority, born either in the United States or elsewhere. 
Scant literature exists concerning the counselor as a member of an ethnic minority 
and the “counselee” non-ethnic. Ethnicity may be viewed as a primary bonding, 
identification and context of belonging shared by groups with common language _ 
behaviors, histories, lifestyles, values and norms. Ethnic considerations are usually 
related to other factors of race, social class, religion and gender within # 
socio-cultural context of pluralism and  minority/subordinate status within the 
dominant culture. The great diversity of ethnicities, as well as variation within each: 
ethnic group and varying status within the dominant culture, complicates the 
development of theory and skills. ' 

The field of cross-cultural counseling directs attention to the variou* 
dynamics of ethnic factors which can impede or facilitate the counseling process. 
including the ways cultures differ and their unique characteristics and framework o* 
meaning. The field of study may be called multi-cultural, bilingual or biculture” 
counseling, and may focus upon clients with economic or social/psychologicz 
restraints who experience being in a marginal or subordinate position in relation te 
the mainstream dominant culture. The objective is to tend to the growing numbers o* 
diverse ethnic clients who seek counseling through better understandings of thei 
cultural experiences and ways in which theoretical-practice or counselor bias of 
culture blindness may impede the helping process. 

Some literature in the field views the basic principles of counseling as valid 
when placed within an awareness of different ethnic/cultural meanings that affect the 
communication process between counselor and client. Others view tradition» 
counseling principles as invalid, having been developed without awareness of 
differences which can substantively affect the goal, process and outcome «uf 
counseling. 

The writings available today urge being alert to renewed ethnocentricity an? 
ethnic stereotypes as well as psychological and political considerations concernin+ 
client participation in the mainstream/dominant culture. 

Ethnic factors are considered through looking at: (1) assumptions behin+i 
counseling considerations. (2) Specific ethnic considerations within the counselir= 
process. (3) The preparation of the culturally fluent counselor. (4) Research 
directions to facilitate counseling in a multi-ethnic/cultural society. (5) Impact c= 
these publications upon pastoral care and counseling. : 
Underlying Assumptions 

In western societies counseling is usually reflective of: (a) The 
philosophical assumptions of a white, majority, dominant, middle class, mainstream 
culture which emphasizes the universal nature of the human, and (b) norms of mental 
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health which may not be congruent with alternate orientations, allow for the persistent 
power of ethnic shaping of identity, or consider how closely self- image is related to 
ethnic/cultural background and status. 

Alternate world views or symbolic systems may not be given credence 
within counseling orientations that assume that their perspectives and processes fit 
any individual in any culture, ethnic community, age, sex or social class. 

A counselor may work towards goals of self-actualization, autonomy, 
self-control or insight in processes that emphasize intimacy and self-disclosure in 
non-structured settings over long periods of time, where neither goal nor process 
intersects the client's world view, expectations or life experiences. 

The counseling orientation may assume that the locus of control lies within 
the self, whereas an alternate culture may value or experience control as outside or 
other-located. The counseling orientation may value self-responsibility as central in 
assimilation or participation within a socio-political system of the dominant culture, 
whereas a member of an ethnic minority may have experienced being left out, 
rejection, oppression, and discrimination 

A counselor may value change through intrapsychic insight, while the client 
expects direct help in specific and immediate situations. 

Thus consideration of ethnic factors implicitly and explicitly critiques the 
philosophical assumptions of counseling systems which are not inclusive of 
cultural/ethnic diversity, and have an unacknowledged stance of ethnic, economic or 
color blindness that can lead to impairment within the counseling processes, 
misdiagnosis and treatment, and a loss of the differing subtleties and nuances of 
meaning and styles within both verbal and non-verbal communication. Counseling 
may fail to assist clients both within their own worlds and in relationship to the 
dominant culture. 

Thus, the research on cross-cultural counseling calls Western counseling to 
task for failing to acknowledge the importance of ethnicity, as well as for missing 
such dynamics as learned helplessness among the ethnic poor, and the positive 
valuations to be accorded ethnic identity within mental health perspectives. It may 
also be critiqued for operating with self-evident assumptions of a "melting pot" 
valuation without regard for profound issues of acculturation, assimilation, and 
experiences of marginality and/or oppression. 


Specific Ethnic Considerations Within the Counseling Process 

There may be different forms of greeting behaviors and meanings in 
non-verbal communications such as eye contact, expressive gesture, body 
movements, and perspectives on distance, space and intimacy. Differing 
understanding of the locus and possibility of control and responsibility in social 
discourse and expectations of obligation in relation to biological and ethnic family 
may be present. Valuations concerning self disclosure, the desired outcome of 
counseling and the nature of time and style of client investment in the process may 


vary radically. 
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Ethnic factors may also affect the authority with which the counselor is 
vested, including counselor credibility, and there may be overt or covert power 
dynamics, specially when the counselor is viewed as representative of the dominant 
or oppressive culture. Such factors lead toward the sending and receiving of messages 
which may be misinterpreted, greatly affecting matters of goal, process and outcome. 

It is, therefore, preferable that the counselor and client share a common 
ethnic/cultural identification. 

Emerging research suggests that knowledge of the client's ethnis 
identification and cultural symbolic systems and context is crucial. It also sugges a 
that there is no guarantee that shared ethnic/cultural background will, in itself, assus= 
effective counseling. : 


Preparation of the Counselor 

Publications on this subject report the lack of training programs payimk 
specific attention to ethnic/cultural differences. A consensus is emerging th 
preparation for cultural fluency, or cross cultural expertise, should be normative *% 
preparation for counseling in a multi-cultural society, and there is growing insistens@ 
that this should become a dimension of the ethics of the various counseling 
professions. The counselor should be expected to recognize her/ his ov: 
ethnic/cultural biases and assumptions to the same depth that one conside: 
intrapsychic awareness and motivations. 

The culturally fluent counselor will be aware of his/her own cultural biases, 
cultural inclusiveness of operative theoretical framework, and the need for 2 
repertoire of resources and skills to invite and sustain a working counseliwg 
relationship and communication process that is congruent with the client's world. 

Preparation for counseling that includes attention to cross-cultural/ethris 
factors will have as its goal finding ways of bridging cultural differences in order té 
work effectively, on the client's behalf, with culturally/ethnically different clients. 

The counselor needs preparation and supervision to recognize and respon 
to tests of one's credibility; to have specific knowledge of ethnic/cultural variatiors; 
to avoid new stereotypes; and to consider social and political forces affecting both 3 
particular ethnic group and individual variations within that group. 

Attention to the attitudes, behaviors, goals and skills of the counselor with # 
ethnic context becomes pre-requisite for effective counseling. 


Directions for Future Research o 
Four directions are particularly crucial: . 
A. The adequacy of theoretical frameworks that allow for wide variation ‘a 
ethnic/cultural and individual world views and dynamics. j 
B. The sparse offerings presently available in theories and proven practices a 
intercultural communications. 
C. Concern for the paucity of research that has come about of real counseling 
interactions between counselors and clients of differing orientations. 
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D. Issues of "matching" or referral. While it may be clear that communication is 
enhanced when there is a similar world view, this similarity in itself is not 
sufficient, due to intra-cultural ethnic diversity and other factors such as race, 
social class, sex, gender and religion. 

The predominantly secular writings summarized above are only beginning to 
impact the library of pastoral care and counseling. Apart from a few journal articles, 
the clearest intersections are in texts relating to cross-cultural counseling in the area 
of missiology, where the focus is upon the white, Western counselor working within 
the context of the client's culture. 


Conclusion: Counseling for Liberation 

It is difficult to predict what sort of society will emerge as we struggle 
toward more egalitarian relationships. Will we simply build something new on the 
same old fault? Or will the new structures be stronger, more beautiful, more enduring, 
more fully humanizing for both women and men? 

For ministers and counselors, all of this means both a concern for the 
individual parishioner or “counselee” and looking beyond to the social change that 
can result when individuals are freed to use their fullest potential. A major task of 
ministers and counselors, then, is to become alive, more free, able to use all their 
powers to enjoy life, and to encourage that kind of growth in others. Do whatever you 
can to get out of your own boxes-as persons, as ministers, as counselors. Do whatever 
you can to help other people get out of their boxes. 


Resumen 


El presente artículo resume algunos contrastes culturales que el autor ha 
experimentado en su trabajo pastoral y de consejería, especialmente entre la 
población hispana y la de la cultura dominante. En un cuadro sinóptico, puntualiza 
algunos esos contrastes. Por último, saca algunas conclusiones y sugerencias en 
cuanto a la consejería cuando quien la administra pertenece a una cultura diferente 
de la persona aconsejada. 
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